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FROM MY HEART TO YOURS

Dear Friends,

Sthing in the aAirpor,t on my way k}ack frcA)mva rgcent workshop on chu[ch growth and de- B —
St 2LIYSyuz L €SI FSR UK NBRadzihg The Gonviérlatichread 2 0 Ay a 2 y Q@
the book more than a year ago, but refer to it frequently when talking with churches

about changing their congregational conversations. Robinson invites congregations to

G! GKANR 6F@&é 27F RA & Cedung highly ratdnsSiend iKtdzhedd
and your congregation. He ends each chapter with discussion questions that could e
be the subject of several church council meetings in your church.

On the airplane | pulled out two older issues of The Congregationalist magazine from t| SENTER FOR 5

International Congregational Federation and read again about the Leicestershire Co g: ONGREGATIONAL

gational Church which is served by a team instead of a single settled minister. Not a Ie,Lg

4 . . o i . X ADERSHIP
financially support a fulime minister, and not able to find a patine one, five people

began discussing the possibility of building a team ministry. Fegliyt year old Deb is ANCHORAGE 3
married to Mick, another team member. Deb quit her job to work for the church 50% of 2010

the time. Lesley is 52 and works one day a week for the congregation. Mick works full
time for the railway industry. When not traveling for work he does a variety of things on N gw 4
the team. Hilary is 52 and a full time occupational therapist and workstipaet for the
church. John is 52 and is a ftithe ambulance driver. You have to read the article to get
a full appreciation for the incredible variety of gifts this team brings to the ministry of
0§KSANI OKdzZNOK® ! 3 AYyS LQ@S NBFR Yz2aid 2

attaché case on this trip because of this one article. It is one of the most creative ways
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DEVELOPMENTS
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EXECUTIVE AND 5
As we grapple with a strategic plan for our Association, one which has as its primary |gofaRATERNAL VISITS

to meet the needs of our member churches in a more creative way, we are aware that
the training of clergy and lay ministers to serve both sizeable member churches as well
small but vibrant churches, will take every bit of creative planning we have to offer these
needs. Our sister church across the Atlantic has done something we have not yet im
ined doing. It deserves our attention.
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May your congregation have many new and invigorating conversations about lay minig
try. On second thought, there is a church in our Association which decided some years
ago and developed a lay ministry model of some nptair member church in Kingston,
NH. It would be worth your time to contact them to see how that model is working.
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Grace and Peace,
Rev. Dr. Thomas Richard
Executive Secretary
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C The Center for
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The Center celebrated its one year an-
niversary with an open house recep-

tion for the Michigan State Association

of Congregational Christian Churches.
During this year, as Dean, | have had

the opportunity to visit with many

clergy and lay leaders. | have been told stories of joy, and tales of woe; heard of
exciting successes and fretful worries; sensed the energizing presence of the Spirit
and the tired resignation of human effort. We know that it is not easy being the
church in this day and age. Increasing secularization of society challenges us to be
bolder in our witness. Instant communication requires us to be more savvy in how
we present ourselves. Rapidly changing society tests us on how we adapt while still
holding firm to eternal truths. The Center for Congregational Leadership has been
created as a resource of education and hope for these days in which we live as the
gathered body of Christ. In this first year, the Center has hosted five educational
seminars and two major meetings. | have traveled to churches for celebrations,
consultations, and worship. By our agreement with Olivet College, | joined the fac-
ulty and began teaching this last fall. It has been a busy year! But we have only
just begun. The Lay Ministry Training program continues to attract great interest.
Another Congregational History and Polity Seminar took place in January at One-
onta Congregational Church in South Pasadena (part of their Centennial Anniver-
sary Celebration) and planning for the Seventh Annual Congregational Symposium
to be held October 280, 2010 is well underway. | ask that you continue to hold

the ministry of the Center in your prayers. There is much work to do. Please pray
FT2N) D2RQa O2yiUAydzSR of Saaiy3a 2y GKAa ySp
we do and are together.

Blessings,
Betsey

PLAN NOW TO JOIN US FOR THE 7TH

CONGREGATIOMATISM ) CONGREGATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
Leading OCTOBER 28-30, 2010 AT OLIVET
(] /f“;llﬂ COLLEGEIN OLIVET, MI.
/ e

PRESENTATIONS WILL BE FOCUSED ON
THE THEME CONGREGATIONALISM:
LEADING FROM THE WILDERNESS CHALLENGESAND OPPORTUNITIES IN THE
POSTMODERN WORLD. YOU MAY BEGIN TO ENGAGE IN THE THEME AS AN
INDIVIDUAL OR CHURCH WITH THE STUDY GUIDE PROVIDED ON THE NACCC
WEBSITE REGISTRATION WILL BEGIN IN JULY. FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
REvV. DR. BETSEY M AURO AT BMAURO @NACCC.ORG OR M ARIE STEELE AT
MSTEELE@NACCC.ORG

|
\

‘- ilderness




PAGE 3

NACCC N Ews

A TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE

Bob and | just got back from a trip
down memory lane with a 40™ anni-

versary trip to Victoria, BC and a

stay in the Empress Hotel where we
had spent our honeymoon lo those
many years ago.

|l aned was pretty
(would you believe it) a lot had
changed over the years.

Iltds the same
tional Church. 50 years ago there

An exciting Anr
Meeting and
Conference awans:cc.

you in AnChorag@] 1982 a fire destroyed the church

was a group of seven people who
met in a living room and agreed to
form a Congregational Church. A
d%rras changed over the years and
e congregation
like that any more i thanks in large
part to the role played by the

building but recovered from the

ashes were many of the letters (now
singed around the edges) that were
written back and forth between the
first secretary, Carol Tisdel, and
such notables and Neil Swanson
and Howell Davies documenting the
birth of FCC and its union with a
very young NACCC. (We were
lucky 1 phone calls were expensive
back then!) There are also thank
you letters from Carol to churches
around the country like FCC

i ANCHORAGE, ALASKA

Wauwatosa, FCC Wichita, FCC

Spencer, FCC Redlands, Pilgrim

Congregational, Pomona and many

more, expressing our young

churchds appreciati
Airg tframasmall ysundaynsehoa colfec-
stions to thoubaads af ddlags.

The point is we are here today, as
are most of us, because of the sup-

wi t hporEadf ourssister Churohgs. Bul, as

with Bob and | on our recent adven-

ture, webre finding

growing shorter and shorter. We

need to seek new adventures to-

gether if we are to grow and survive.
doesndét | ook much

We think Alaska may be just the

place to do that.
travel adventure, but more than that
we think itol]l be a

move forward into a new era i atime
to stop looking down a memory lane
that is growing shorter by the year
and start looking to the adventure
that lies ahead and begin planning
for it.

We invite you to th
celebrate with us our first 50 years

and seek a new direction for our next

half century with the NACCC.

Claudia Kniefel
Host Committee Chair

Plan to join us for the Annual Meeting in Anchorage, Alaska, June
26-29. Meeting and accommodations will be at the Hilton Anchor-
age. There will be many opportunities available to worship & fellow-
ship together while conducting the business of the NACCC.

Learn and enjoy the guest speakers: Bible Lecturer, Rev. Dr. Kah-
Jin-Jeffrey Kuan; Congregational Lecturer, Rev. Wayne Riggs and
Keynote Speaker, Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Bingham.

The people
who walked
in darkness
have seen a
great light.
/salah 9.2

me m
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NEW DEVELOPMENTS

New opportunities are emerging as spring  Richard Fund Grant Connects Church to
CAMPAIGN CORNER blossoms. Wider Community

Growing New Friends for Branching Out On March 13, Berwick Congregational
Church in lowa strengthened community
TheBranching Outtampaign is gratefulto  connections through a Fine Arts Evening
Congregational Foundation Board members made possible by a grant from the Congregag
Dan Evans and Grant Stannard for helping t i on al Foundationds [John
promote the campaign in their churches. ticipants in the Fine Arts Evening experi-
Evans is moderator at Oneonta Congrega- enced a special dinner at a local restaurant
tional Church in South Pasadena, California. followed by a classical music concert pre-
ﬁm@mnm@ @@T Thanks to his help, in January the church  sented at the church by musicians from the
hosted a History and Polity seminar pre- Drake University Fine Arts Center.
sented by the Center for Congregational
Leadership. During the seminar, congrega- The John Richard Fund awards grants to
tion members got to meet Dean Betsey NACCC member churches to help defray
Mauro and learn more about the campaign. costs for a special performing arts program oy
Stannard is a member of Plymouth Congre- music event. The grant awarded to the Ber-
gational Church in Wichita, Kansas. In Feb- wick church allowed this small congregation
ruary, he organized and hosteBranching located in a blue collar community near Des
Outgathering for members of his congrega- Moines, to host an exceptional event that
tion with Dr. Tom Richard, NACCC Execu- nurtured community fellowship and strength-
tive Secretary. ened connections with a neighboring univer-
sityéds fine arts depflartn
Thanks to these events, tBeanching Out Rev. Richard MillefTodd saidi On b ehjppl f
campaign is gaining new friends as support- of the Berwick Church, | want to thank you
ers. Similar gatherings will be occurring for this opportunity. The event made us see|p
throughout the country to give people the  wider vision of being the church and will
opportunity to learn more about how the open the way to ot hefr me
Center and the campaign are helping local
churches. If you would like more information about the
above, please call me a8D0-2621620 x25
or emailddavid@naccc.org

Easter Blessings and Happy Spring!

Diana David
Director of Development (Paifime)

DRAKE UNIVERSITY FINE
ARTS INSTRUMENTALISTS
MICHAELINE BUETTNER,
JESSICA ANDERSON AND CHERIE KNIGHT PERFORMED FOR A FINE
ARTS EVENING AT BERWICK CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH ON
MARCH 13TH.
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North CC, Farmington Hills, and .. FCC, Fall River, introducing new

area churches CROP WALK has a music via inserts to the bulletin, then

goal of $40,000, 25% of which stays asking congregation to rate the hymn;

in the community to aid hunger min- Interim Minister recovering well

istries; PF groups are doing treats for from surgery; children and youth

troops including letters and cards to going to local YMCA for a swim

troops in Irag, Afghanistan, and party; collecting baby kits for chil-

Ha i £CGCéNational City wel- dren in Haiti; . .FCC, Wayne en-

comed twelve new members recently;  joying ecumenical Lenten services in OUR PRAYERS FOR THE
recently received a gift of a baby conjunction Catholic church in their HALDANE FAMILY

grand piano from a church member; city; they have a luncheon to recog-

had visit from Pan American Inst. nize teachers in May; updating Rev. Dr. Robert Haldane Jr.,
Reps;. . First Church, Lynn, doing church security systems; service (long time minister of the
fund-raisers to help their youth attend ~ committee is working with Veterans NACCC) and father of John
the Anchorage youth conference; inneed; ..)ORUHQF Hse&Rn@ J 1 O Haldane, a second generation
winter weather in the area closed researchers and writers to updatethe  Con g o | minister
church for two of the recent Sundays; churchoés history; yApi 6th ingDarvery; Masaan i
...LQWKURS &RQJTO +R Od&buRIRaiety show in May; Author chusetts.

seeking a new church vision and mis- David Pier is offering AFive Love
sion; anticipating a visit from Exec. Languageso workshop for couples in
Dir of Seafar er 6s nthuschk;i.Gnace,iColumbipnaipd ;

two recent workshops with NA Exec. coming movie night will feature a

Secty, Tom Richard; . Mt Dora sanitized (familyfriendly) version of

Comm Church,in recent issue of AiHenry Poole is Hereo; l abyrinth
newsletter mentioned health cautions prayer walk opens Holy Week cele-

of taking acetaminophen; just ap- brations; mends retreat planned fo
pointed Dr. Richard Don as minister; last week in April; a wonderful, mov-

...6HFRQG &RQJTPro% L G G HihB pr&er for the earthquake after-

ceeds from recent concert in the math in Haiti (ask the church for a

Church, all proceeds were donated to copy); . . North Shore, Fox Paint, RECENT EXECUTIVE

the NAbds OGHS f or Hswitetl ient withthe mew South t i | | AND FRATERNAL VISITS
knitting prayer shawls, recipients Rampart Street Paraders, a Dixieland

have been thrilled to get them; . . band; baptisms every week during Tom Richard to Plymouth,
.Peoples, BayporSpiritual Life March; church St e p hRaging fFaithGommusity,drark-
board is sponsoring a Seder meal for  offer an educational module on grief lin; to FCC Wauwatosa for the
third year; adult forum to feature work; church nurse reminds members Wi s¢  Mi ni steros
inspiring stories of how people of that old medications should be Angeles; Piedmont College, Trus-
faith are tackling hunger needs, ac- brought to the church and disposedof t eesd Mt g and Gr
cepting applications for the Blessing safely instead of flushing them; re- onta; Winthrop, Holbrook (follow
Fund (contact them for more info, it cently welcomed nine new members;  -up workshop on Church growth).
is creative way of encouraging out- ...3UHVWRQ &lhéd\a 8hi-Q J 9O

reach); . .FCC, Allegan categori- drends celebration of Good Friday,
cally listed a whole page people on led by high school age.

their prayer list shutins, college

students, members in armed forces,

missionaries, hospitalized and sick;

doing repair work on the parsonage;

their Congébl Kitchen feeds people at

the church every Thursday;

mt g ;

adua




