














Larry Sommers

vocation—a responsiveness to God and the world; (b) a sense
of the power of the word to change history—measuring the hu-
man word in light of the word of God; (c) a deep awareness of
the historical consequences and speaks toward that immediate
future; (d) a sense of the social and institutional dimensions of
human life and how they impact human behavior; (e) a sense
of morality involving justice and righteousness; (f) a vision of a
just society.”

Within Isaiah’s context, the work of the prophet as one who
seeks justice is particularly applicable. Isaiah likely began his
ministry in a period of national decline. During the years pre-
ceding that decline, the royal house and the society’s elite grew
to rely on forced labor and slavery to work the land. Many,
if not most, of the peasantry were unable to work their land
productively enough to cover quotas or taxes. They often lost
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Words offered not simply to
Cdlfy but to inspire are,
in themselves, prophetic.

their land, their inheritance, and were left destitute. The system
led to increasing economic inequalities.

Isaiah’s prophetic call was to proclaim God’s judgment
against a people who had forgotten what the law required of
them in regard to the care of the poor. God stood on the side
of the poor and against the excesses of the ruling class. It was
Isaiah’s task to remind the elite of their responsibility and to
proclaim the coming of the Almighty’s wrath. Thus Isaiah’s
work clearly related to the political and social realities of the
Hebrew people, which were inextricably tied to their religious
beliefs. As in that time, many worry today about the increasing
disparity between the wealthy and the poor, requiring perhaps
a renewed prophetic outcry.

Words offered not simply to edify but to inspire are, in them-
selves, prophetic. Such may be said for Dr. Kuan’s message to
us. This year’s Bible Lectures were packed with information, to
be sure; but they could also lead to fruitful pondering about the
opportunity for prophetic work within the NACCC. Are there
any in our midst who are speaking God’s Word in ways that
can challenge us to rethink our approaches to “doing church”
in this time? If “the prophetic message of judgment evolved
around an indictment of self-interest,” as Dr. Kuan stated, then
how can we move beyond self-interested conversations (about
how perfectly we embody the Congregational ideal) so that we
can once again be a prophetic presence in the world?

For it is certainly the case that our Way of doing church
is well-suited to providing the encouragement that our con-
stituent churches and their members need to step out boldly
in faith, seeking justice for the poor and oppressed, acting as
God’s prophets to a new generation.

THEe Rev. CASEY VANDERBENT, 2 2000 CFTS
graduate, is the pastor of SouthCross Commu-
nity Church in Burnsville, Minn. He has
served on the CFTS Board, the New Hymnal
Committee, and the Executive Committee of
the National Association and currently serves
on the Advisory Committee of the Center for
Congregational Leadership. He lives with bis
wife, Teresa, in St. Croix Beach, Minn.
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by Marilyn Danielson
&

The Congregational Lecture for 2010, by the Rev. Wayne Riggs
of Plymouth Congregational Church, San Diego, was titled
“Covenant—The Centerpiece of the Congregational Way.”

Our Way is based on the covenantal relationship; but we
Congregationalists did not invent the concept. In fact, as Rev.
Riggs reminded us, the covenantal principle was instituted a long
time ago, as far back as the book of Genesis, by God Himself.

The first covenant was given after Noah and his family sur-
vived the flood, and God designed it as a covenant not only
with Noah and his family, but for all humankind. It was not a
covenant between two equal parties, but rather between a lov-
ing God and us lesser beings. It was action first taken by God,
so that we might be in relationship with Him.

With great enthusiasm, Rev. Riggs went on to tell us that this
compact included the solemn promises of God to humankind.
He also mentioned that the spiritual covenant with God preceded
our decision to covenant with one another. Otherwise, we could

not use words like, “Having been led by the Spirit of God.”

I enjoyed the lecture, because it did not have the feel of a
lecture. Rev. Riggs included some of his own history as a pastor,
including stints as a U.S. Navy chaplain enduring the grim
weather of Adak in the Aleutian Islands, with humor and a smile.

He explained how everything grows out of this practice of
covenanting together and with God. It informs our polity and
the three pillars of Congregationalism—Faith, Freedom, and

Fellowship.

He offered a challenge, too: That as we covenant together
to have an equal voice, we also have an equal responsibility in
fulfilling the mission of the Church. Our covenantal relation-
ship in the local church, he said, helps us overcome our human
tendency to think that we're always at the center and open
ourselves instead to the notion of the common good.

Rev. Riggs further said that Jesus built the first covenantal
community by calling the Twelve, thus beginning a community
of nurture and support and a mutuality unknown in history.

'\

The body of believers, without an explicit statement of cov-
enant, nonetheless pledged all they had and all they were to
one another—a beautiful and powerful idea. When we are
bound together as a covenant community, he said, “we are in this
together, and while we may not always agree, we pledge to dis-
agree without being disagreeable! That’s at least a noble goal!”

This principle struck me as a powerful tool to use when dealing
with churches in conflict or in some process of uncomfortable
change.

Rev. Riggs then moved from the historic to the present,
referencing our ideals of Faith, Freedom, and Fellowship as
most certainly influenced by the covenant relationship; and he
broached the idea that NA churches should pledge some kind
of commitment to the NACCC and its staff in response to this
covenantal relationship we share.

He spoke from personal experience, and it was obviously a
topic close to his heart.

“There are so many different ways to approach God,” he said,
“yet in all of our practices, that is what we are attempting—
spiritual relationship with the Divine. In many ways, it is
tragic that the Church is so divided—but in other ways it is a
blessing that there is, somewhere, a way that the Church can
nurture almost any temperament! We are here in part because
the practices and religious rituals, the way of spiritual nurture,
the manner of expression of our devotion to the God who
matters—can be lived out within our Congregational fellowship
of believers.”

THE REv. DR. MARILYN DANIELSON 7s senior
minister of the First Congregational Church
of Portland, Mich., with M. Div. and

D. Min. degrees from Ashland Theological
Seminary in Obio, where she also completed
the Pastors of Excellence Program. A lifelong
Congregationalist , she is married to Warren
Danielson and has three children, two
step-daughters, and 11 grandchildren.
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Rouner Revisited

Speaks of Holy Spirit, Missions, Freedom

Review of 7he Congregational Way of Life

by Arthur A. Rouner Jr.

Hammond Publishing Company, 241 pages, $7.00
Available from the NACCC Oak Creek office

The Congregational
Way of Life

TS

by Arthur A, Rouner, Jr

Fifty years ago the Rev. Dr. Arthur A. Rouner Jr. wrote 7he
Congregational Way of Life. It became a handbook, even a
bible, for those who follow The Way.

I have been asked, as one of the few remaining people who
read it fifty years ago, to review the book again.

The Congregational Way of Life contains in one document
the essence of our tradition, even to its origin in the New
Testament. It puts in perspective the many triumphs and the
sorrows of The Way.

Is the book relevant today? Of course. But how can it guide
us through today’s changing times? The hard questions we
face? Former NACCC Executive Secretary Doug Lobb in this
spring’s issue of 7HE CONGREGATIONALIST wonders about the
relevance of the NACCC as an organization.

Most of us agree that the Congregational Way has an
identity problem. We hear questions: “Why does our church
belong to the NACCC?” “What does the NACCC do for us?”
“What denomination did the Pilgrims belong to?”
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by Joe Polhemus

We won’t get all the answers, but we might benefit from a
review of The Congregational Way of Life. We may strengthen
our resolve to save our Way.

The author considers the last chapter, “The Way of the
Spirit,” the most important one in his book. He tells how to
recognize the Holy Spirit and how it is applied. Earlier, on
page 119, he writes: “The other great work of the Spirit is that
the gathered church which is honestly following Christ is a
missionary church. You cannot love Jesus Christ and sincerely
serve Him and not be a missionary church. Christ’s whole

coming was a mission.”

Our NACCC missionary effort remains our great strength
in practicing the Holy Spirit, ably personified in Arthur and
wife Molly, traveling the dusty roads in Rwanda to reconcile
the Hutu and Tutsi tribes. He washes their feet. They pray for
peace and proclaim their love of Jesus. Victim and oppressor
reconcile—9,000 of them. These are the same Hutus who
plied their machetes on their Tutsi neighbors in the genocide
of 1994, which left 800,000 dead.

I asked Arthur 11 years ago about the danger of his mission.
“What difference does it make, I'm 70 years old,” he replied.
There’s our model for mission.

Arthur discusses the meaning of freedom as in our “Faith,
Freedom and Fellowship” mantra. On page 41 he describes
our abuse of freedom: “Instead of being obedient to Christ’s
will, we have taken our freedom as warrant not to accept
Christ’s will or anyone else’s if we did not want to do so.”

Also in regard to freedom, he says, “The Congregational
Way is freedom from the rule of men so that we are more
completely obedient to the rule of Christ.”

Lobb, in the June 2010 issue of 7HE CONGREGATIONALIST uses
similar words: “The concept of freedom grew to be misused.
Instead of being freedom to embrace change it became free-
dom from the necessity to do so. Progressive churches became
increasingly important and relevant, while churches focusing
on the past stagnated in their growth.”

The Congregational Way of Life provides in one volume the
story of our Way ... the documents, the milestones, the sym-
bols ... even to its roots in the New Testament.



We have the Mayflower Compact of 1620, called “Congre-
gationalism’s gift of democracy,” embodying the concepts later
found in the Declaration of Independence and the United
States Constitution.

Rouner tells us that communion takes place at a table, not
an altar. Communion is a meal, not a sacrifice. It is a common
meal of bread and wine “made sacred by the living presence of
the living Christ.”

He cites the Salem Covenant of 1629 as the model for

church covenants: “We covenant with the Lord and with one
another: and doe bynd our selves in the presence of God, to
walke together in all his waies, according as he is pleased to
reveale himselve unto us in his blessed word of truth.”

In the Covenant lies what our patriarch Harry Butman called a

Pilgrim Center for Reconciliation

“lyric note of simplicity,” the essence of the Congregational Way. Arthur and Molly Rouner wash feet in Rwanda,

Rouner also reminds us of our “black marks™ The hanging
A member of First Congregational

Church, Mansfield, Ohio, JoSEPH

B. POLHEMUS has served as chairman
of the NACC Executive Committee
and, for 15 years, as editor of

THE CONGREGATIONALIST.

of the witches at Salem; the expulsion of Roger Williams and
Anne Hutchinson for their outspoken ways; the driving of
Quaker women, stripped to the waist, through the streets of
Boston because of their faith.

We have revisited, briefly, 7he Congregational Way of Life.
It begs, implores, chides us to renew our fervor for The Way.

The challenge is great. Can we meet it?
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The Congregational

Wag of Lite

5O YEARS LATER, ARTHUR ROUNER PERSISTS

In 1960, a small-town minister from western Massachusetts
published a little book titled 7he Congregational Way of Life. The
book became a classic and established the Rev. Dr. Arthur Rouner

as a leading exponent of the Congregational Way.

Following are brief excerpts from a long interview with Rouner
by the Rev. John Carson, associate executive secretary of the
NACCC, in recognition of the book’s 50th anniversary. The
interview was conducted May 26 at Dr. Rouner’s office in the |
Pilgrim Center for Reconciliation, Edina, Minn.
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Larry Sommers

CARSON: Could you tell me your be-
ginnings in the Congregational Way?

ROUNER: [My father was]very logical
and philosophical, and [Congregational-
ism] seemed to make sense to him as the
way church ought to be. And he served
Congregational churches in Farmington,
Maine, and Portsmouth, New Hamp-
shire, and then the Cadman Church in
Brooklyn. So I grew up with it. ...

[Then, at the 1953 International Con-
gregational Council meeting in Scotland,]
the American moderator, Douglas Horton
... sort of said, “Now the rules are, each
person gets two minutes; I'm going to put
this stop watch down on the—" Well! The
English Congregationalists just froze, and
sat on their hands, essentially, and noth-
ing happened. ... And I thought, “Now
what is this?” and asked them, and they
said, “This is a violation of the meaning
of the Meeting. We practice the Church
Meeting with frequency and ... it is the
time when the Holy Spirit comes. You
wait upon the Spirit to come and lead you,
you don’t limit people to two minutes.”

profound [New Testament understand-

ing] ...
Meeting and ... the role the Holy Spirit

of what it is to have a Church

played in this, the Holy Spirit ... guid-
ing the life of the early church. And
this classic understanding ... had been
carved out by the Puritan movement
and especially the Pilgrim people. So
that was the beginning for me.

CARSON: So, in the midst of these
questions ... comes the writing of 7he
Congregational Way of Life. What was
the genesis, or the need, or the energy
that gave rise to the book?

ROUNER: Well, I tried to preach
about Congregationalism to my first
little church... [and]the series of ser-
mons was called, “the Congregational
Way.” ... Henry David Gray put up
$100 as a little prize to have somebody
write a book about the Congregational
Way, based on the Savoy Platform. ...
So I took that as the basis for the book
and then used what I could from these
sermons. ... [My father] stumbled onto
Prentice Hall, who were publishing

“People’s minds are changed,

and theg feel okag about it.”

... That was ... melded together with
my study at Harvard with Perry Miller,
the scholar who ... was one of the first
serious readers of Bradford’s book about
the history of Plimoth Plantation; and
the book of Perry Miller—Miller and
Johnson—was called 7he Puritans. So 1
had a chance to hear [this man who] came
back from the Second World War and re-
ally introduced the Puritans to Americans.

And the earlier generation of Con-
gregational ministers really had not
had the advantage of either studying
Bradford’s book or getting those classic
understandings of Congregationalism.
And so it was [in their minds] more
like “my freedom”; whereas, here was a

a series of books called the “Way of
Life” series—and there was 7he Pres-
byterian Way of Life, and The Episcopal
Way of Life, and they were all written
by famous people who were leaders in
those denominations. And they didn’t
have one on the Congregational Way
of Life ... and they gave me an editor,
we worked on it and so it came to be.
And I got the prize from Henry David,
and $100 didn’t go very far, buc—you
know, it was a stimulus. ...

CARSON: The Congregational Way
... comes up in different ways in differ-
ent places, and still has things to speak
to every time. I guess perhaps we fancy
our time is more difficult ...

Larry Sommers

ROUNER: Its largely an excuse, by all
the Christians: “All these are difficult

times.” ... And I just say, incidentally,

the biggest issue that came for me in the
last days of my life as a parish minister—
the issue that was controversial, the most
controversial, was the [doctrine of the]
Holy Spirit—and that’s what’s hard for
people. People love the things around
the notion of Congregationalism, and
the Congregation, and it's us against
the world and by ourselves—but what
it is really about is the Holy Spirit com-
ing and dwelling within this body, this
company, and doing something ... that
they could never do themselves. That’s
why Jesus said, “Go into all the world
and preach the gospel and heal the sick;
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but don’t go until you've received power

from on high.”

CARSON: What things would you say
are the essence of the Congregational
way of life?

ROUNER: Well, I think ... the starting
point is taking seriously the Holy Spirit.
Basically, most of our churches are afraid
of the Holy Spirit. We've got the Charis-

matics—and actually [as Philip Jenkins
says in his book 7he Next Christendom)...
this is the Christian century. We get bent
out of shape about the Muslims and so
on, but in fact, this is the day of Chris-
tianity all over the world, particularly in
the Southern Hemisphere. But the form
of Christianity that is on the march is
largely Pentecostal. Its ... not always very
wise or not elegant, but very powerful
in gathering multitudes of people. We
see churches like that, many of them in
Nairobi and in Kenya, but this is true
across Africa, true in South America, this
charismatic nature, the Spirit nature.

... And the people are crucial in terms
of the Church Meeting ... [where] the
emphasis is on the Divine approach of
God, in the midst of this people who
are His, and He will move among them
and speak through them.

Now, it sounds a lot like the Quaker
meeting; it really isnt Quaker, because
they’re looking for the Inner Light, as “the
Spirit within us.” We're talking [about] the
Holy Spirit coming from outside, the One
who has created the Gathered Church,
that’s our whole idea, as opposed to parish
church, which is geographically divided by
the state church as you have it in England,
and probably Norway and some other

22

countries. The Gathered Church—which
would have been the name of this book
originally—but the whole idea of being
gathered by the Spirit, the Spirit draws
together those whom He desires to have
together. ... This is an understanding of
church life that God through his Holy
Spirit already has a plan ... he has a destiny
for a group of Christians and the impact
they will have on the community.

The heart of the matter
is God coming in the
Spirit to address us,

love us ... and enable us
to walk togcthcr.

... Now, we've come to a new time
of hope, for this one particular congre-
gation [Colonial Church of Edina] in
the Congregational tradition, of call-
ing somebody by unanimous vote—I
say, yea, that’s the sign, the sign of the
Spirit’s presence. The closer you come
to unanimity, the closer you're coming
to that ideal that Jesus will lead you in
a way that diminishes conflict. And ...
you set aside the things, the plan you
had before, your good idea, and all the
notes you had and what you were going
to say in the Church Meeting, because
we should go this way, or we should do
it that way. But instead, people’s minds
are changed, and they feel okay about it.
How does that happen? Well, because
the Spirit has persuaded them.

... I think it’s the spirit of love; that’s
the greatest gift. Paul says, “I will give you
the greatest gift, which is love.” Chapter
13 of 1st Corinthians. And I think the
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willingness to forgive, that’s grown with
me as I've left church and gone, if you will,
beyond that [in the Pilgrim Center’s global
mission of reconciliation], and struggled
in countries of conflict to understand
how people can come together, and it’s by
forgiveness—but that’s a product of love,
the love makes that possible.

That's what would allow a unity of
heart to come between a prisoner just
released, begging a woman to forgive
him for murdering her husband—you
say, “How can that be?”—but it can be,
because forgiveness is born out of or
produces a love that makes it possible for
that prisoner, the murderer, to become
the shepherd to this family—sheltering
them, providing funds for the remain-
ing children—it’s just miraculous!

We don’t see it in those dramatic
ways in churches in our life in America,
but there will be little glimpses of it,
I think. ...Because they’re wounded
people. And as far as I can see, most of
us are wounded today.

Our world in America is full of
wounded people: They’re angry, they’re
afraid, things haven’t worked out,
they’ve concentrated on themselves, and
that doesn’t work—that never works
out very well. There are just so many
wounds, and we need to deal with them,
because if we don’t then they’re going to
rise up to smite us.

... You've got to attend to the heart.
... I’s all about the heart. That’s where
hatred comes from, it’s where love comes
from. And we’d better be about that.
And I think the Congregational way
of understanding church and the life
of the church gets at that. The heart of
the matter is God coming in the Spirit
to address us, love us, and deal with
us, and enable us to walk together, to
be together, to do something together.
Raise money together, build a church
together, send out missions together—
but to get along, without killing each
other! So much for the next 50 years.



Music as Meditation

A trio of practical guides for combining sound with silence

SfII:I]J-I:Ig Meditation

Review of Singing Meditation:
Together in Sound and Silence

by Ruthie Rosauer and Liz Hill

Skinner House Books, 97 pages, $12.00
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plus a companion songbook,

Let Joy Fill Your Heart:
Songs for Singing Mediration, Volume 1

Ed. by Helen Gierke and Ruthie Rosauer

by Lisa Dembkowski
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and a companion CD,
Ephemerata:

Songs for Singing Meditation

www.singingmeditation.com, 14 cuts, $15.00

www.singingmeditation.com, 66 pages, $15.00

For those looking to enhance spiritual growth, the beauties of
sound and silence are brought together in a new practice called
singing meditation. In their book, Singing Meditation: Together

in Sound and Silence, Ruthie Rosauer and Liz Hill describe the
origin, scope, and implementation of singing meditation.

Also available is a supplemental songbook, Lez Joy Fill Your
Heart: Songs for Singing Meditation, edited by Rosauer and
Dr. Helen Gierke, minister of music at First Congregational
Church of Cape Coral, Fla; and a music CD, Ephemerata:
Songs for Singing Meditation, with 14 songs to illustrate the
simplicity and the beauty of meditative singing.

In their book, Rosauer and Hill explain the traditions from
which the practice of singing meditation has emerged and
supply the reader with practical information and tools for
launching a singing meditation group in the local church
or community.

Sound and silence have been used as meditative tools
throughout history, and nearly every faith community incorpo-
rates one or both of these methods to achieve a closer encounter
with the Divine. Singing meditation joins sound with silence
in the hope that participants will experience a heightened level
of inspiration and fulfillment.

Rosauer and Hill recommend particular songs and chants
for use in singing meditation. The music is simple and can be
learned easily by both experienced and inexperienced singers.
The authors write that “singing meditation helps people re-
claim their singing voices by encouraging singers of all abilities
to dive into the river of sound and trust in the community of
voices for support.”

Songs included in the book represent Christian, Jewish,
and Hindu traditions, and the method is well-suited for an
interfaith gathering. The supplemental songbook by Gierke
and Rosauer also includes songs from a variety of categories,
including Eastern religions, earth-centered, interfaith, and
non-traditional music, with helpful notes about the songs.

At each session, singing is interspersed with periods of silence
lasting from two to five minutes. Although the singing compo-
nent brings great enjoyment, Rosauer and Hill caution against
moving through the periods of silence too quickly. The quiet
periods, they say, are “an invitation to follow your heart into the
empty spaces. Don’t get caught up on technique. Just be still.”

Helpful to those considering starting a singing meditation
group is the CD, Ephemerata: Songs for Singing Meditation.
Additional instruction, and information about scheduling
workshops, is available at www.singingmeditation.com.

In its fullest form, singing meditation gathers people from a
variety of faith traditions for support, contemplation, and spiri-
tual growth. Rosauer, Hill, and Gierke have created resources
to assist those wishing to explore and implement this new type
of ministry.

THE REv. L1saA DEMBKOWSKI is
associate minister of Plymouth Congre-
gational Church, Wichita, Kansas.
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Continued from p. 9

Letters to The Congregationalist

norms and beliefs. Where is the freedom in this?

I don’t know much about the CCCC, but having visited their
churches I came away with the feeling that you had better con-
form to their brand of fundamentalism or risk being targeted as
“not one of them.” Where is the freedom in this?

Extreme liberalism and fundamentalism have the same
mindset: Believe as we do or get out, because we are right and
everyone else is wrong. This is not Christianity. Neither is it the
Congregational Way, the way of freedom, the way of allowing
Christ to be the Lord of our lives and the head of our churches.

Rev. Warren R. Angel
Oceanside, California

STAY TRUE TO OUR HERITAGE
F or several years in the early 1960s, I was active in resisting
the effort to force a vote on our churches to align ourselves
with the Evangelical and Reformed Church into a new structure
called the United Church of Christ. I witnessed misstatements,
empty promises, underhanded dealings, and threats made in
order to hasten such votes. I was a victim of slander, insults,
and efforts to unseat me from my pulpit and ministry. Despite
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Florida. Rich in history, culture and community.
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such pressures, I helped at least four churches to remain true to
our Congregational heritage.

And the UCC which emerged from those efforts has very
little to do with Congregationalism, the authority of the Bible,
or long-held doctrines of Christianity. It strives to be relevant
to modern trends rather than influencing modern “isms” to
be relevant to Scripture.

I thought with alarm of those days when reading the article
by the Rev. Dr. Douglas Lobb, that faults the NACCC and
suggests it is time for it to disappear and for our churches to
align themselves elsewhere. He sounds much like those long-
ago “visionaries” who wanted us to give up our heritage.

The answer does not lie in turning away from [our glorious
free church history], but in teaching it, reaffirming it, glorying
in it, and applying its principles to life today. We have a gift we
dare not lose. I pray we will not.

Rev. Dr. Cecil B. Currey
Colonel (Chaplain), USAR (Ret.)
Lutz, Florida

A DIFFERENT TYPE OF AUTHORITY

Let’s] deep-six the notion of being a denomination and con-
[ tinue as an association. Use the benefits of the association to
enjoy the fellowship of our Lord and Savior. What Christians
need to do today is to enhance the ministry of reconciliation (2

Cor. 5:16 ff).

There is a silence reverberating from the throng seeking a
way beyond the rancor of radicalism and extremism. The so-
cial order is invaded with words beyond wisdom; words used
to define power bases.

The Good News is that there is a Power that diffuses power.

A Power resonating from a Spirit which rejoices in redeeming
life to Life.

Our Lord’s life, words and work are in sharp contrast to the
Temple Religion. Jesus gave a new testament to a different type
of top-down authority and power.

The Good News is that there is
a Power that diffuses power.

A finite mind cannot have infinite wisdom; there is creativ-
ity when Christians of diverse opinions converse. Conversation
is speaking and listening. Listening is an art form. It involves
presence with another.

Congregationalists have all the raw materials to give leader-
ship to the creative value of conversation among diverse



opinions. We support the notion that opinions are not conclu-
sions but always an invitation to conversations. In these times,
we hold fast to the ministry of reconciliation; and we give
thanks that we may live together in association-fellowship of
His redeeming love.

Rev. Richard M. Campbell, Ph.D.

Houston, Texas

THE FUTURE IS FOR MORE THAN MERE SURVIVAL

he most compelling [reason the NACCC should continue

to exist] is that it is an association of churches and not a
denomination. Denominations are passé. They will not survive.
Today, the only people unwilling to recognize this are those at
the top of church hierarchies, who depend upon local churches
for money to support their operations. When the money dries
up, so will the denominations. We are watching the slow demise
going on right before our eyes.

What is going to replace the denominations? Associations.
The NACCC has a future!

What we need is a great vision and a solid plan and some
very committed members. This appears very doable because
the fellowship has been maintained in the NACCC. It’s

strong. The people of the NACCC love each other. Thats
what you build on.

Doug Lobb says, “Progressive churches became increasingly
important and relevant while churches focusing on the past

What is going to replace the
denominations? Associations.

The NACCC has a future!

stagnated in their growth.” The facts don’t always bear this out.
Some progressive churches have split down the middle because
liberal stances have alienated numerous members. In compari-
son, evangelical churches have grown tremendously because
they focus on the spiritual dimension.

Ideally, evangelicals and social gospel folks should live and
work together under one tent. We need the healthy tension that
is provided when conservatives and liberals gather. The truth is
that we need covenantal relationships and we need each other.

I sense that stagnation has less to do with the degree to which
churches are progressive and more to do with churches not be-
ing Spirit-led. Successful churches, conservative or progressive,
rely upon the same Spirit if they are going to be fruitful places.

Having said this, most of us can appreciate that it takes

a huge amount of energy just to survive. But moving a few
degrees to get a little different perspective and modify, adjust,
expand, and initiate something new often doesn’t take as
much energy as just surviving. Just surviving is a drag and
everybody feels the weight. Surviving doesn’t excite anyone
because it feels terminal. Doing something new is invigorat-
ing and enlivening. More people want to get involved.

Preserving congregationalism is more than preserving a
name during this 56-year journey. The NACCC has the po-
tential for helping solve what ails Christendom in the western
countries. The NA still holds a small portion of the original
seed corn that was planted in 1621 and would later, from that
corn, produce our republic.

If we believe that “the Lord has yet more light and truth to
break forth from His Holy Word,” then the statement has to
become more than a slogan or appealing quote. It has to be a
rallying cry!

Rev. Steven Berry

Manchester, Vermont

[Ed.: Rev. Berry’s extended article is scheduled to appear in the
December issue of THE CONGREGATIONALIST./

@Anion Conaregational Church
of Wepmouth and Braintree, MA

Union Congregational Church, in historic New England
has just celebrated its 200th year anniversary!

We are looking for a new Senior Minister to work with our
members to carry our beloved fraditions forward. With
God's guidance, we will enrich our congregation by call-
ing the very best candidate to enhance our membership
and revitalize our youth ministry. Are you that candidate?

Feel free to visit our website at:

www.churchonahill.org

Please inquire with the UCC Search Committee by contacting us at your
earliest convenience: Email:unioncongsearchcommittee7@msn.com
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New
Recommended
Mission:

Bethel Ministries
International, BEMI

“It was after supper in the Kings Con-
ference Center dining room in Bujum-
bura, Burundi, when I first saw John,
Beatrice, Alfred, and Innocent walking
toward me. As I rose to greet them, they
introduced themselves to me and to the
Rev. Dr. Arthur Rouner and Ms. Theresa
Shatzer, Reconcilers of the PCR (Pilgrim
Center for Reconciliation). ...

... John is brother to Pastor Adrien
Nkundimana, founder of BEMI. John
is the coordinator of BEMI in Vera,
Congo, located just across Lake Tang-
anyika from where we were meeting. ...

“Although this ministry is only six years
in existence, there is good evidence that
the ministry is maturing and proving to
be of eternal value to those who benefit
from the prayers and generosity of their
brothers and sisters who partner with
them from so far away. This partnering
provides the children schooling, food, and
Bible instruction for a hopeful future.
The widows are offered micro-loans (two
goats) to help them build productive lives
for their families, as well as to receive
Biblical instruction in Reconciliation; for
that is the true basis for the hope we have
in and through this ministry of BEMI
in the war-torn area of Central Africa.
God is working, and it is our privilege to
partner with Him in this endeavor! You
are welcome to join in this ministry (Web
site: www.bethelministriesbemi.org).”

—Helen Cunningham, hc6645@gmail.com

News from
the Missions

Associacion Civil Cristiana Congrega-
tional (Argentina) is looking for sponsors
26

MISSIONARY SOCIETY
NEWS AND NEEDS

to support its mission clinic. Medicines
are very expensive and it is hard to sup-
ply them to their patients. They are in
need of a facility for their Bible School,
to train Sunday School teachers, youth
leaders and mission board members.

Jaime and Linda Julian

Christian Mission in the Far East
(Philippines): The Rev. Jaime Julian,
director of CMFE, attended the mis-
sion’s 24th General Convention. All
mission areas were represented. There
were six newly organized churches
among the different tribes. The number
of Muslim students in their schools
is increasing and many are being con-
verted to Christian faith.

The people of CMFE have given
Jaime Julian their vote of confidence.
He will be their mission director for the
next three years.

Cook Native American Ministries
(Arizona): Leadership changes as the
Rev. Dr. Larry Norris leaves after 26
years. He came to “regard Cook’s min-
istry as ‘holy ground, not because of its
geographical location, but because of
what it is.

“It is a faith community that is bound
together by a common history. Cook
binds together generations of Christians
who have labored together to develop
leadership and ministry in Native
churches in Arizona as well as through-
out the country.”

The Congregational Churches of
Myanmar celebrated their 10th Anni-
versary. Mr. Keith Lyons and the Rev.
Allan, moderator of the Congregational
Federation of Australia and New Zea-

Linda Miller, Editor

land, joined the celebration as partners
in mission.

The Honduran Congregational Mis-
sion celebrated Rev. Julio Hernandez’s
43 years of service to the mission. They
also are celebrating the ordination of
Rev. Dr. Josue Hernandez, who will be
taking over as director of the mission in
the coming years.
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Drilling the well

Mission School of Hope (Cameroon)
built a well for its community, thanks to
a generous donation from First Congre-
gational Church, Kingston, N.H.

National Association of Congre-
gational Churches (Philippines) just
finished a fund-raising concert with
a famous TV/movie local artist (and
a good Christian at that) to celebrate
their churches’ 26th anniversary. Dur-
ing a heavy downpour, 500 people
attended.

The Travancore Church Council (In-
dia) is planning to start a pharmacy in
their hospital. Contributions for facilities
and cost of medicines would be wel-
comed and appreciated. Several churches
are also seeking support for building
projects and repairs.

Boiling and packaging water



Word Alive (Ghana) has established
20 branch churches and three new house
fellowships, has given motor bikes to
three pastors, and has 30 new comput-
ers for the Nursing School. Their water
project has taken off. Charles Nyane is
attending the University of Cape Coast
to complete his master’s degree in Hu-
man Resource Management.

School Needs

Soon it will be time to plan for your
kids to go to school in the fall. Several
missions also have to plan for school in
the fall. Bread of Life, Maine Sea Coast
Mission, Morgan Scott Project, Rebecca

Mackish Mission and Panamerican In-
stitute provide school supplies for their

children.

Here are a few items that they need:
backpacks, markers, scissors, pens, pen-
cils, notebooks, binders. It could be a
nice summer project for your children
to gather these items in order to help
the children of our missions. Call Linda
if you are interested.

Christmas in Our Missions

Before you know it, we will be enter-
ing the Christmas season. Our missions
do a variety of celebrations during this
time. Giving gifts and food to families
and pastors is important to them.

Some of our missions are on a quarterly
or semi-annual distribution schedule:
Argentina, Bulgaria, Christ to the Vil-
lages, Word Alive, Myanmar, Maine Sea
Coast Mission, Piney Woods, Seafarer’s
Friend, and Morgan Scott Project. If you
want to support these missions for the
Christmas season, please get your dona-
tions to us by October 15.

The rest of our missions are on a
monthly schedule. Please send your
donations by Nov. 15. Thank you for
your support.

% Prayer Requests
P /

Please pray for two pastors from
Word Alive who have medical prob-
lems: Pastor Anthony Afo Kanga,
Bonyere Church; and Pastor Simon
Agovi, Atwebanso Church.

Check out the individual mission
pages on our Web site for updated in-
formation on your favorite mission.

For more information on any of these
missions, or to make a donation to any
of the above, please contact Linda Miller
at the NACCC office, (800) 262-1620
ext. 13.

The Missionary Society, NACCC
PO Box 288
Oak Creek, WI 53154

For a complete listing of NACCC Mis-
sion Projects, please go to our Web site:
www.naccc.org and click on “Missions.”

Fasioiafes and Fulbils

RECENT CALLS

York Community Church of Thompson,
I1L., has called Pastor Ruth Lyons as
senior minister.

Colonial Church of Edina, Minn.,
has called Dr. Daniel Harrell as

senior minister.

First Congregational Church of
Anchorage, Alaska, has called the
Rev. Dianne O'Connell as intentional
transitional minister.

ORDINATIONS

Warden Community Church of Warden,
Wash., ordained the Rev. Edward John

Backell for ministry, with concurrence

of a vicinage council, May 15, 2010.

First Congregational Church of Detroit,
Mich., ordained the Rev. Cindy Rice

for ministry, with concurrence of

a vicinage council, June 13, 2010.

IN SEARCH

e SENIOR MINISTERS

First Congregational Church
Burlington, Iowa

First Congregational Church
Tacoma, Wash.

First Congregational Church of

Barkhamsted
Pleasant Valley, Conn.

Spring Green Community Church
Spring Green, Wis.

First Congregational Church
Anchorage, Alaska

Union Congregational Church
Braintree, Mass.

Plain Congregational Church
Bowling Green, Ohio

* INTENTIONAL
TRANSITIONAL MINISTER

Berkshire Community Church
Pirtsfield, Mass

* ASSOCIATE MINISTER

Mayflower Congregational Church
Grand Rapids, Mich.

* ASSISTANT MINISTER

First Congregational Church
Hanson, Mass.

* DIRECTOR OF
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

First Union Congregational Church
Quincy, 1ll.

e PART-TIME MINISTERS

Second Congregational Church
Jewett City, Conn.

First Congregational Church
Evanston, 1.

Pilgrim Congregational Church
Bloomfield Hills, Mich.

Rossmoor Pilgrim Congregational Church

Walnut Creck, Calif:
* CHURCH OUTSIDE
THE NACCC

Union Congregational Church
East Walpole, Mass.
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News of local churches, state and regional associations,

and individual Congregationalists

LET THE MUSIC PLAY—The Congre-
gational Foundation is pleased to announce
that grants from the John Richard Me-
morial Fund have been awarded to First
Congregational Church of Saugatuck, Mich.,
and First Congregational Church of Albany,
N.Y. The Saugatuck church will receive
$500 to support a Chicago Classic Brass
Christmas Concert in December 2010, and
the Albany church will receive $200 for a
Teddy Bear Concert on March 5, 2011.

Jobhn Calvin Richard

John Calvin Richard, brother of NACCC
executive secretary Dr. Thomas Richard,
was a talented singer, actor and director. After
his passing in 2006, the Richard family
established a memorial fund within the Con-
gregational Foundation to honor his lifelong
love of music and theater. The Richard Fund
awards grants of up to $500 to NACCC
churches of 200 members or less to help defray
costs for a special music or performing arts
event in their church.

If you would like more information
about the Richard Fund, please call the
Foundation’s director of development,
Diana David, at 800-262-1620, ext. 25,
or e-mail ddavid@naccc.org.

DES MOINES AREA CONCERT A
SUCCESS—Three Drake University musi-
cians performed an evening of flute selections
from Bach and Mozart March 13 at Berwick
Congregational Church, Berwick, lowa.

Cherie Knight and Michaeline
Buettner, flutes, and Jessica Anderson,

28

piano, delighted a small but appreciative

crowd. The Lenten event, a new venture
for the church, was supported by a Richard
Fund Grant.

IT°S ALL GOOD—The It’s All Good
Community, a church plant of Fourth
Congregational Church of Chicago, Ill., has
purchased a house in Ironwood, Mich., in
the Upper Peninsula, for the use of NACCC
churches for retreats, gatherings, meetings
and more. The 3-story house on one acre of
land is a part of the community’s outdoor
ministry, “to get people away to enjoy the
glory and splendor of God’s creation.”
Activities available include snowmobiling,

hunting, boating, fishing, kayaking, hiking,

camping, and nature walking.

Is All Good is looking for financial
assistance from NA churches for utilities,
cleaning, maintenance, and general upkeep
of the house throughout the year. If your
church can give a one-time donation, pledge
an ongoing donation, or donate furnishings,
contact Pastor Dan Wood at fourthcongre-

gational@yahoo.com.

It's All Good is also ready to start taking
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reservations for churches interested in using
the retreat house. E-mail Dan with possible
dates and the number of people who would
attend. The house, once furnished, will
accommodate up to 20 people.

WE'LL LEAVE THE LIGHT ON—When
the Horton Congregational Church, Horton,
Mich., removed a sign over the door of its

156-year-old meetinghouse, the buildings
original identity stood revealed (see inset
photo). Pastor Steve DeGangi reports:

“The Horton Congregational Church was
originally a Universalists Church in 1854.
The actual church building was shared by
the Universalists and the Methodists, and
each congregation would supply its own
lamp oil. This meant that at the end of each
service the fuel oil would be drained from
the lamps so that the [other] congregation
could replenish them with its own oil.

“[They kept this up] until the early 20th
century when the two formally parted their
ways. The Universalist church continued [in
the building]. It had congregational church
polity characteristics and it also had a dwin-
dling church population.

“When the Universalists merged with the
Unitarians [in 1961], the Horton Universalist
Church was asked to give the deed to the




parent denomination, and the Horton
church did not relinquish the deed. Because
of the small attendance to the Universalist
church and because of the desire to remain
independent the church researched the
National Association of Congregational
Christian Churches and opted to formally
become congregational and join the NA.”

BIKES FOR INDIA—Fourteen children,
mostly 4- to 7-year-olds, staged a bike-a-thon
in Muskegon, Mich., June 5 and raised
$930 to buy bicycles for seven low-caste
Christian pastors in India. After Gloria
Wahr, director of Christian Education
at  McGraft  Memorial Congregational
Church, mentioned to the children that
the pastors—among 13 sponsored by

Pastor Jitendra receiving bis first bike.

McGraft and three other Congregational
churches—“had to walk everywhere they
went,” the children resolved to change
that situation and organized the money-
raising event. Read the complete story
in the NACCC News, August-September
2010, p. 10, at www.naccc.org.

WHAT’S A HEIFER AMONG
FRIENDS?—First Congregational Church
of Rochester, Wis., gained the enthusiastic
cooperation of three other local churches—a
Baptist church, a United Methodist church,
and the First Congregational Church of Muk-
wonago, Wis.—and hosted a community pic-
nic to raise funds for Heifer International, a
world-wide rural development organization.

The event was held on the grounds of the
Rochester church, and besides great food,

Elizabeth Joseph

Mary Alice Ruback explains the Heifer Project to attendees at the Rochester, Wis., Congregational Church's July fundraiser.

there were games for children and adults,
including a watermelon seed-spitting contest,
and an animal petting area with chickens,
bunnies, ducklings, and a lamb. Live music
was provided, and speakers told attendees
about the Heifer Project.

Donations and proceeds from food

sales totaled $1,976.69—all of which
went to Heifer International for their
efforts providing livestock and education
to needy folks around the globe to help
them become self-sufficient. The small-
town church hopes to make the event a
yearly tradition.

STARTING ITS SECOND CENTURY— Oneonta Congregational Church of South
Pasadena, Calif, will mark its 100th anniversary on October 10, 2010, with a
celebration service and dinner. The church of Henry David Gray, Ed Roberts,
Dave Spahn, Harold Frentz and David Gray has a long tradition of service to
the Congregational way. The Rev. Doug Brandt, the Oneonta Chancel Choir,
and the enthusiastic staff and congregation welcome all to the 10:00 a.m. service,
which will feature a choir piece composed for the occasion by Dr. Robert Parker
and will be followed by a dinner catered by executive chef Brian McDonald.

Two-year-old Judy
Wheeler helps the Rev.

| Dr. Henry David Gray
and lay member Clyde

|\ Holley break ground for

| the new meetinghouse of

| Oneonta Congregational
Church at Garfield

and Oak Streets, South
Pasadena, Calif., in 1949.
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continued from page 29
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Mike Bruce (left), presents George Burrows with
recognition for his 50 years of involvement with Scouting.

FIFTY YEARS OF SCOUTING—The Rev. George R.
Burrows, former pastor of Long Rapids First Congregational
Church, Lachine, Mich., was honored in June for 50
years of involvement with the Boy Scouts of America, as a
scout, a scout leader, and a district board member.

Burrows, 74, a resident of Petoskey, Mich., received a
congratulatory letter from national Boy Scouts executives as
well as a commemorative pin and a gold-plated identification
card. The recognition was bestowed in a ceremony by Mike
Bruce, senior district executive for the Lake Huron Area

Council-Thunderhead District, B.S.A.

NCCYOIOgH~Saints lately passed

Alice S. Kelloway

Russell Lane

he Rev. Alice S. Kelloway, 84, of York Harbor, Maine,
died April 19 at home.

“She was an ordained minister and along with her husband,
she gave 28 years of service to the First Christian Church in
Kittery Point,” according to the Portsmouth Herald.

She left behind a son and a daughter, a sister, two
grandchildren, and three great-grandchildren. She was
preceded in death by her parents and two brothers.

Willis C. Patten

he Rev. Willis Clayton Patten of Shelbyville, Ky.,

died April 20 at age 82. A Manhattan, Kansas, native,
he attended Kansas State University and was a life-long
devotee of Wildcat athletics. He also graduated from the
University of Maine and the St. Paul School of Theology.

Rev. Patten served Congregational churches in Denmark,
Maine, and Sanford, Fla., and also Methodist churches in
other parts of the country. After retirement, he filled in
for vacationing ministers in the Shelbyville area. Phyllis
Patten, his wife of 53 years, wrote to The Congregationalist
that “His love was for the smaller struggling churches.”

He left behind his wife, a son, two daughters, and
a grandson.
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he Rev. Russell Lane, Old Orchard Beach, Maine,
died of cancer on June 10 at age 57.

He served the Bozrah Center Congregational Church,
Bozrah, Conn., and the First Congregational Church of
Norridgewock, Maine. He formerly served as chairman of
the Budget and Investment Committee for the Fellowship
of Connecticut Congregational Christian Churches.

Rev. Lane left a wife and two children.

Charles A. Melano

he Rev. Charles A. Melano of Yarmouth Port, Mass.,
passed away July 14, at age 94.

A native of Turin, Italy, he graduated from Hamline
University in Minnesota in 1950 and earned an M. Div.
seminary degree from Drew University, N.J., in 1953 and
an M.A. degree from Columbia University, N.Y., in 1956.

He was ordained in Poughkeepsie, N.Y., in 1951.

In addition to work in industrial relations in Buenos Aires,
Argentina, Rev. Melano served as pastor to Congregational
churches in Taunton, Mass.; Beloit, Wis.; and San Jose, Calif.

He was a former chairman of the city commission for the
Senior Citizens Center, Beloit, Wis., and a former secretary
of the drug commission in Taunton, Mass.



Benediccion

All things bright and beautiful,
All creatures great and small,

All things wise and wonderful:

The Lord God made them all.

—Cecil F. Alexander

Two-year-old Liam Nicholson and a duckling give each
other the once-over at the Rochester, Wis., Congregational
Church's July 2010 fundraiser for the Heifer Project.

Elizabeth Joseph
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by Rob Brink

fa picture is worth a thousand words, then what’s a video worth? YouTube nearly doubles
the prime-time viewing audience of the Big Three TV networks combined. It serves six
times as much content as its closest competitor. It is the world’s second largest search engine.

How can we use YouTube to increase our visibility and credibility? If you have a new-ish
computer, you can pick up a cheap webcam with built-in microphone and get started tomorrow.

Become a talking head. Share news, thoughts, or jokes. Add some editing software
to the mix and you can create photo montages or short movies. That s, if you have a
newer computer; video editing is processor intensive. If you have a Mac, everything you
need came pre-installed. If you own a PC, do a Google search for Avidemux. It’s a free
video editing program.

A quick thought from the pastor, a photo montage from a recent event, a funny clip
from the youth group, or a well-edited sermon. Upload any of these to YouTube, share
them on Facebook, embed them in your blog, and link them back to your church’s Web
page. Then burn your movie to a DVD and let it play during Coffee Hour, so that even
those who aren’t online can share.

Remember to secure permission before posting any music, clips, or photos. And
get parental permission before publishing anything featuring a minor. Don’t spend a

bundle. Start cheap and upgrade later.

THE REv. ROBERT J. BRINK is senior minister at First
Congregational Church, Saugatuck, Mich., and served previously
as associate minister at First Congregational Church, Wanwatosa,
Wis., and Second Congregational Church, Beloit, Wis. If you

have a technology-related question for “Net Mending,” e-mail
Rob@RevSmilez.com or write Rev. Rob Brink, P.O. Box 633,
Saugatuck, MI 49453.

PASTOR VACANCY

PLAIN CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH, Bowling Green, Ohio—
an evangelical, Christ-centered,
missions-focused congregation
with 100 members—is looking for
a Spirit-led ordained minister with
pastoral experience, gifted and
motivated toward Sunday School
growth, leadership training, and
counseling. Competitive salary
and benefits package.

Contact: linda@cornersweb.com

Church profile and Minister Information Form
are available at www.plainchurch.org/search/
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The Grand Canyon

2011 ANNUAL MEETING DESTINATION: SCOTTSDALE






