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R e v .  E a r l  E .  A l g e r
1936-2024

Rev. Earl E. Alger passed away on December 13, 2024. He grew up on a dairy farm in
Hershey, PA. After graduating from college in 1958, he felt a calling to the ministry
and enrolled in Harvard Divinity School. After completing his studies and becoming
an ordained minister of the United Church of Christ, Earl and his family moved to
Andover, MA. During this time, Earl worked to create the first Spanish-language
Protestant Church in the area, providing a low-cost nursery, medical and dental
services, and after-school programs. In 1969, Earl was called to pastor the
Congregational Church in Hingham, MA, where he served for 17 years. In 1989, he
became pastor of Union Congregational Church in Braintree, MA, where he served
until he retired. His legacy is one of unwavering faith, love, and generosity. Earl had
a gift for comforting people in times of distress.

N e c r o l o g y  2 0 2 6

R e v .  W i l l i a m  E a r l  C r u t c h f i e l d
1942 - 2024

Rev. William “Earl” Crutchfield passed away on December 18, 2024. He attended
seminary at the Candler School of Theology at Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia.
Earl pastored congregations in Alabama, Florida, and Tennessee for over 50 years.
Upon moving to Auburn, he and his wife Ann became members of The Church of the
Highlands. Earl’s life was defined by his love for Christ, his family, his friends, and
his commitment to serving others. He was a leader who loved meeting and
connecting with people. Earl’s spirit lives on in the hearts of his family and friends,
and all who were touched by his ministry and love. 



R e v .  D r .  S t u  M e r k e l
1961 - 2025

Rev. Dr. Stuart R. Merkel was born in Pomona, CA, and grew up in Chino, CA,
graduating from Chino High School in 1979 and Point Loma Nazarene University in
1983. He received his Master of Divinity degree in 1987 and his Doctor of Ministry
degree in 2008, both from Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, CA. Stu served
three churches over his 38 years as an ordained minister: South Congregational
Church, Hartford, CT, as Minister of Christian Education, Gurnee Community
Church, Gurnee, IL, as Associate Pastor, and Faith Community Church, Franklin, WI,
as Senior Pastor. Stu also served in various roles in our National Association. Stu was
a volunteer serving his communities in a variety of ways. He served two terms on
the Gurnee (IL) District 56 School Board. Stu also umpired baseball and officiated at
swim meets and other activities at local associations in Connecticut, Illinois, and
Wisconsin. Stu touched and inspired hundreds of people. He passed away on June 27
last year, doing what he loved most - nurturing the spiritual lives of others. Stu
always made time for everyone and will be remembered for his love of God, family,
and baseball.

R e v .  J o h n  B a c o n  C u r t i s
1943-2025

Rev. John Bacon Curtis, a beloved educator and devoted pastor, passed away on
August 23, 2025. John’s journey through life was characterized by his deep
commitment to faith, family, and community service. John enrolled in the University
of Wisconsin, where he earned a degree in Education and a Master of Divinity
degree from the University of Dubuque, Iowa. John began his professional career as
a high school history teacher at Case High School in Racine, where he nurtured
young minds for ten years. His passion for education and an undeniable calling to
serve the Lord led him to transition into a deeply fulfilling role as a pastor. For thirty
years, he dedicated his life to preaching and supporting his congregations. He
served at the Congregational Christian Church in North Manchester from 1977 to
1996 and continued his pastoral journey at the Plymouth Congregational Christian
Church in Plainfield, Illinois, from 1996 to 2006. Throughout his pastoral career,
John embodied a spirit of compassion and service that left an indelible mark on
those he ministered to. John’s personality shone through in his kindness and
thoughtfulness. Even in times of failing health, he remained focused on helping
those around him and shared his warmth and humor with everyone he encountered.



R e v .  T e r r y  B o b z i e n
1948–2025

Rev. Terry Bobzien grew up in North Dakota and graduated from the University of
North Dakota. He was a gifted student with many interests. He earned a first-class
radio engineering license at age 16 and was an avid ham radio enthusiast throughout
high school. After his graduation from college, Terry went on to have a 15-year
career in radio and television in Michigan. Terry’s deep personal faith led him into
the ministry. He entered a master’s degree at Ecumenical Seminary in Detroit, which
he completed in 2010. During this time, he was an active member of the United
Methodist Church in Albion, Michigan, and offered pulpit supply wherever there was
a need. In 2004, he accepted a call to Pastor First Congregational Church in
Pittsford, Michigan, where he served until retiring in July 2024. Terry was a founding
member of Love Inc., an organization that helps those in need through the churches
in Hillsdale County. Terry was a CFTS graduate and served the NA as an Editor of
the Advent and Lenten Devotionals.

R e v .  D a w n  C u r l e e  C a r l s o n
1954-2025

Rev. Dawn Curlee Carlson was active as the senior co-pastor of the online Anamesa
Christian Church. She founded The Phoenix Congregational Fellowship and served
as the senior pastor for Terre Haute Congregational Church. Rev. Dawn was both a
teacher and librarian and served as the regional director of the program for Infants
and Toddlers with Disabilities in west central Indiana for twenty years. She served
the NACCC as a member of Leadership and the Growth Ministry Task Team. Rev.
Dawn enjoyed weaving, painting, writing, and was an avid baseball fan, rarely
missing games played by her beloved San Francisco Giants, a passion she shared
with her late husband, John.

R i c h a r d  D a v i s
1940-2025

Richard Davis, 85, passed away on November 11, 2025. Throughout his life, Richard
was deeply committed to giving back. He graciously volunteered his time and
expertise with many organizations, including our National Association, where he
served on the Board of Governors and the Congregational Investment Trust. For
many years, he was manager of Goldman Sachs’ Credit Department in New York
City, where he played a pivotal role in building the firm's risk management and
financial advisory division. Richard is fondly remembered for his sense of humor,
sharp wit, and generosity of spirit.



R e v .  S t e p h e n  W a y n e  T u c k e r
1936 - 2025

Rev. Stephen Tucker earned a Master of Divinity degree from Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary in 1971. He was ordained at the First Congregational Church of
Saugatuck. In 1975, he moved to Littleton, Colorado, where he planted the Mountain
View Congregational Church. In 1982, he returned to Michigan, where he pastored
the First Congregational Church in Otsego until his retirement in 2001. While in
Otsego, he served as president and treasurer of Lions Clubs International and
served as a chaplain for local hospitals. 

R e v .  C h e r i  T a y l o r
1952-2026

Rev. Cheri Taylor pastored the First Congregational Church of Porterville, California,
from 2021 until she passed away on January 2, 2026, from serious medical problems.
Cheri completed her BA in Sociology with an emphasis in Psychology and
Gerontology at San Diego State University. She later studied Old Testament History
and Theology at Fuller Theological Seminary and received her MA in Diaconal
Ministry of Religious Education from the Claremont School of Theology. Cheri's gifts
were in music and theater. She sang solos, performed in community ensembles, and
acted in musical productions, earning praise for her expressive voice and stage
presence. Cheri devoted her life to serving children, youth, and her church
community. She led ministries in southern California and later in Porterville, where
she and her husband co-ministered at the First Congregational Church until his
passing in 2018. In 2021, she embraced a new calling and became Pastor Cheri,
continuing her lifelong commitment to faith, compassion, and service.

R e v .  S a n d y  F r e u d
1940-2026

Rev. Sanford "Sandy" Freud passed away on January 13, 2026. He attended St. Olaf
College in MN with a major in Economics and a minor in Religion. After graduation,
he began his career as a pharmaceutical salesman. He later moved to Irvine, CA, to
take a job with Pfizer. Mid-career, Sandy felt a call to the ministry. He went back to
school and earned two master’s degrees in pastoral and family counseling. He was
ordained in 1983 and served as senior minister in Congregational churches in
Claremont, Monrovia, and Orange, CA. Sandy was most proud of starting New Faith
Fellowship in 2001. He pastored there until he retired in 2013. The New Faith church
was small but mighty, and met the needs of its senior members with compassion,
friendship, and fellowship. Sandy was a people person who impacted many lives
through his ministry.



R e v .  D r .  P a t r i c k  S h e l l y
1951 - 2026

Rev. Dr. Patrick D. Shelley, 74, passed away on March 10, 2026. Patrick was an
accomplished musician, playing piano and string bass in his college orchestra. As a
CFTS student, Patrick studied for the ministry at Hope College in Holland, MI, then
Union Seminary in Richmond, VA, and at the University of Edinburgh, Scotland. He
served as Senior Minister at three Congregational churches: Spencer, Iowa, Lansing,
Michigan, and Hartland, Wisconsin. Patrick served the NA on the Division for
Ministry, the Executive Committee, and the World Christian Relations Commission.
He was also active in the International Congregational Fellowship. Patrick’s first love
was helping those in need. 

R e v .  A l i c e  M u r p h y
1943-2026

Rev. Alice Murphy passed away on April 16, 2026. Alice was called into ministry at the
age of 39. She earned a Bachelor of Arts in Russian from the University of
Wisconsin-Milwaukee and later received a Master of Theology from Chicago
Theological Seminary as a CFTS graduate. Alice served as Chaplain at the
Congregational Home in Brookfield, Wisconsin; Senior Minister at St. Jacobi
Congregational Church in Richfield, Wisconsin; and Senior Minister at Colebrook
Congregational Church in Colebrook, Connecticut. Through each of these positions,
Alice offered comfort, guidance, and encouragement to countless people. She served
the NA on the Executive Committee and the Board of Governors. Alice retired in
2014. She is remembered as intelligent, funny, and spirited, with a warm presence
and a thoughtful way of making others feel welcome and understood. She enjoyed
gardening, knitting, bird watching, beach walking, reading, writing, and baking. 

G r a c e  F a i s o n
1924-2026

Grace Faison, a longtime member of Plymouth Church, Brooklyn, passed away on
April 26, 2026, at the age of 101. Grace had deep roots in Plymouth Church. Her
great-great-grandfather was a founding member and was instrumental in
persuading Henry Ward Beecher to become its first minister in 1847. Grace was a
beloved member of Plymouth Church in Brooklyn since 1946. Plymouth Church was
the pillar of her life, and Grace was a pillar in the church. She served on a multitude
of committees, overseeing its buildings, beautiful grounds, and its ministries to its
members and the community. Grace paid attention to details and didn’t hesitate to
express her strong opinions, especially in defense of women’s rights and the needs
of the least among us. 



R e v .  D r .  L e z l i e  A u s t i n - K e n n e d y
1951-2026

Rev. Dr. Lezlie Austin-Kennedy of Cadman Memorial Church in Brooklyn, and the
Program Director of the Jamaica Reads nonprofit organization, passed away on May
7, 2026. Jamaica Reads trains and deploys senior citizens to local elementary schools
where they provide one-on-one tutoring to first graders struggling with the
acquisition of their reading skills. Lezlie loved managing Jamaica Reads because it
allowed her to do three things that she did well: organizing the efforts of others,
focusing on education, and meeting the needs of children. In 2020, Lezlie served on
our National Association’s Racial Justice Task Team.

W a l l i s  K a y e  P r i c e
1943-2026

Wallis Kaye Price and her husband Dennis were active members of First
Congregational Church in Spencer, IA, for 49 years. She passed away on May 21,
2026. Kaye earned a degree in Music Education from Simpson College and
continued to use her musical and educational talents by directing the junior choir,
bell choir, and chancel choir. For ten years, she was Director of the Christian
Education Department, and was awarded the National Congregational Church
Director of the Year for her leadership in Christian education. Wallis Kaye and
Dennis were also active community members. They made it their mission to improve
the lives of others.
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